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His Honoured FnIAxps, 


Mr. HUGH FRAZER, 


AND 


Mr. IsAac 


1,140 D Honrwoop, 
Mrs. Max x 


Worthy and much Efteemed Friends, . 


S the much lamented Death of 

A Her, who lately flood in ſo near 

a Relation to Jou, as that of a 

Beloved Wife and Mother, gave Birth 

to the following Diſcourſe 3 /o I A 
now, in Obedience to your Defire 

ſent it agam to your Peruſal 5 


tation, and, through you, to the ek 
A 2 Con- 


—— — 


DE DICATION. 
Conſideration of thoſe hopeful young 
Plants, whom God has given you ; in 
bope, that they may live to be capable, 
thro Divine Grace, to learn from hence, 
as well as from your ſelves, not only to 
know the Character of Her, from whom 
they are deſcended, but ſo to learn it, 
as to follow Her eminently Pious Exam- 
ple, who, thro' Faith and Patience, 
has now attained fully to inherit the 
Promiſes. i 

It is the Defign of the whole of this 
Sermon, to alleviate to you, as well as 
otherwiſe to improve this afflictive Diſ- 
penſation; of the Greatneſs whereof 
none can be more deeply ſenſible, and, in 

- the bearing of which Burden, none doth 
| 777 feelingly ſympathize with you, than 
my ſelf. | 
N 25 therefore having no need to ſay 
"more to you here, on this Subject; I 
aenly add, that it ſhall ever be my fincere 
Prayer for you all, and for your hopeful 
' Offspring, that forgetting Things ter- 
tene, your Thoughts and Affections 
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DEDICATION. 
may be ſo ſet on Things above, that 
you may attain at length to that happy 
World, where glorified Spirits, and 

Hers among the reſt, are happily and 
nobly employed, in Contemplating, Lov- 
ing, Enjoying, Serving and Proifng, 
their and our God and Saviour; tho in 
a manner vaſily raiſed and elevated a- 
bove what we are now capable of con- 
ceiving, and therefore much more above 
what we are capacitated to attain unto, 
in this Dwarfiſh State of our Minority. 

For theſe Ends, I accompany this 
Diſcourſe with my moſt fervent Peti- 
tions to the Father of Light and Love, 
T hat as this Diſcourſe found Acceptance 
with you and others, when it firſt viſited 
your Ears; it may be of farther and 
more laſting Uſe to you now (and to the 
Toung Ones afterwards) by — jo-> 
Acceſs to your Souls, thro' your Eyes, 

as to fix, ſeitle, and rivett there thoſe 
Divine In eſfions, which, I hope, you 
are already in a great meaſure under, 
and towards the Renovation and Eleva- 
„ 0 IJ A 3 tion 
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DEDICATION. 


7 Lo both the Truths _ 
aud the Example of your 


e in Glory, are intire m_ 


wt and in the Deſgu and Pray- 


Worthy and Dear Friends, 
oY 


| Ro, Flaming. 


B this I ſay, Brethrea, that 4 Time is 


1 remgizeth, that bath they that have Mu 

de 6s the they bad nons; and they het 
weep, as thy they wept not ; and they _ 

| ny rejoice as tho 0 3570 Tea : and 
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Br 7 Faſhion of this World paſſeth me; 


Ty Apoſtle haying, in this Chapter, 
laid down * ſeveral Prudential an 


Moral Directions 2 Celibacy 
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In the immediately preceding Verſe, he inti- 
mates his Unwillingneſs to inſiſt upon che Trou- 
bles of a Married State, eſpecially in a Time of 
_ Perſecution ; and therefore hehides with fay- 
ing, Nevertheleſs ſuch ſhall have Trouble in the Fleſh ; 
but I ſpare-you. But, that he might not leave 
them wholly in the dark, this way ; he proceeds, 
in the Words I have read, to direct them both to 
a general View of the various Conditions of Men 
on Earth, and to a ſpiritual Improvement of 
whatever State and Condition of Life they might 
be in. As if he ſhould ſay, © But tho? 1 am loth 
ce to tell you beforehand, what are the Trou- 
e bles. you are like to meet with here; yet I will 
60 be more bold with you upon another Head, 

viz. to direct you what Eftimate you are to 
* 1 of all things here below, and how to Im- 

prove them in all States, and under all Circum- 
4e ſtances. \\ 

And that this his Counſel and Exhortation 
might be the more prevalent, he gives it — 
dically, in theſe three Heads, thus: 


72 

Firſt, He Jays down a plain and certain Propo- 
ſion as an unqueſtionable Poſtulatum or Prin- 
ciple, viz. this, For the Time is ſhort. 
:- Secondly, He proceeds to raiſe clear arid per- 
ſpicuous Inferences from the ſame, which are Five 
in Number: It remaineth, Re. 

Thirdly, He confirms the general Truth, of all 
theſe Inferences,. by a new and cogent Reaſon 
and Inforc ement : For the Faſhion of this World 


745 eth away. 


And then be returns back again to the former 
Subject he had ſo long inſiſted upon; ſhewing, 
with new Advantage, why he recommended 5 

| ſingle 
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Mrs. MARY FRAZz RR. 9 
ſingle State, in a Time of general Calamity eſpe- 
cially, before Marriage, viz. becauſe he would have 
them without anxious Carefulneſs, as knowing that 
the e Matrimonial State, in a Time of Perſecution 

eſpecially, was attended with many more Encum- 
brances and Sollicitudes than the State of Celibacy; 
by which Encumbrances Men were apt to be di- 
verted from Religious Duties, or difturbed in the 
Diſcharge of them. For, that this is the Sum 
and Scope of all the remaining Part of the Chap- 
ter, is eaſy to be ſeen. $a 

Having thus, my Friends, given you a ſhort 
introductory View of the Apoſtle's General Diſ- 
courſe, in this Chapter, as well as of the parti- 
cular Digreſſary one, that I have made choice of, 
to be the Foundation of my Diſcourſe to you on 
this mournful Occaſion; I proceed to a diſtinct 

Conſideration of all the four Parts of our Text, in 
the Order mentioned: For indeed the Method is 
very demonſtrative, as being in that way, which 
is called Mathematical, which is juſtly looked 
upon to be the moſt clear and certain Way of Rea- 
ſoning, and much more ſo, than the ordinary Sy- 
logiſtical or Logical Method. We have then to 
conſider here, * 


Firſt, The Principle laid down, by way of Po- 
ſtulatum; viz. That the Time is ſhort. 


In order critically to conſider this, I muſt be 
allowed to give you ſome Examination of our 
Engliſh Tranſlation of the Greek : Where I find 
two things, that cannot juſtly be paſt by. The 
1ſt. is, our Expoſition of the Greek Word, which 
we render by the Engliſh one, Short. Now, tho“ 
this Word do indeed give us the Meaning of the 


Original, in part; yet not fully, as I apprehend ; 
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ſeeing the Greek Word, as us'd by the heſt Au⸗ 
thors, is af a complex Senſe, and is therefore 
* variouſly uſed. For, as moſt proper'y it Neni- 
hes ſuch Lang as is made by Contra{tion or 
Abbreviation; ſo it is alfo taken for ſubfrafing 
from, eerreting of, or wholly Removing and taking 
away of any 8 Nay, ſometimes the beſt Ays 
thors uſe the pee, to denote a Man's being 
drefſed up in his Death's Clothes, and to be thus 
made ready for his Funeral and the Grave. 

in this laſt Senſe, our own Interpreters ive the 
Sen of this Word, in expounding that Paſlage, 
Alt, 5.6. concerning Ananiat, when ſtruck down 
dead, Aud the Tun Men aroſe, wund him up, and 
garried him out, and buried him, For the ſame 
Word which they render there, wound up, and 
that juſtly, (as the Arabic Verſion alſo doth, and 
3s the j beſt Criticks l 192 1 the 

ag 


which they render, in our ert, 4 
There is another thing to be Ke FT in > 
rence to gur Exgliſh Verſion, and that is, the Con- 
naxion of this Propoſition, The Time is hort, with 
the Wards Amen ately following, I remaineth. 
Hor jt muſt be granted, that herein qur Tranila- 
| tors go contrary to the uſual Conftruttion. of the - 
| Greek, as it is underſtood and tranſlated by the 
18 they generally connec theſe laſt Words with the 
* preceding Propoſition, and not, as we do, with 
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* Tops gas G. is the Perf. Part, FA,. from the Verl 
1} — gust; of which Criticks ſay, Propriè idem eſt, ac con- 
Fil traho. Significas autem alias, ſu corripeo, Amovep- 
A Bieniftest etiam, compene ad ſepulturam, velibus ſopyb- 
Mi chralibus abvyglve. N „ 
Sch Fyllerus, Le Dieu, Suicerus, & Sc. 
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the following Inferences. As if the Senſe run thus t 
ur this ] ſay, Bret hren, That the Time, that remains, 
is cantraſt ed or ſhortned. Therefore the Syriack ex- 
pounds the Words after this manner: But this I ſay, 
Brethren, that the Time is now reduced to miſerable 
State: for both t 
none, &c. And much to the fame purpoſe the A 
rebick and Ethiopiok Verſions underſtand the Con- 
nexion, And, among the Moderns, the Dutch Ver- 
fion, and that of Bex a, follow the ſame Connexion 
of Wards. The only Verſions, which I know of, 
that read the Words as we do, are the Yulgar La- 
nin and the French. However, ſeeing the Matter 
is of nogreat Conſequenee, in which Conſtruſtion 
we read the Wards, I ſhall nat deviate from our 
Verfion ; tho 1 cannot wholly paſs by the various 
Acceptationsof the Greek Word, which we ren- 
der ſhore. ET (2 Seu | Si an 
Two Things therefore are now to be conſidered. 
xt. What we are to underſtand by Time, in this 
Place. And, 24iy, What the Meaning is of the 
e 
5 | © aut, 
1, The Word * Time, in the Cechal, ſay 
ſome Critieks, as diftinguiſh'd from { another 
1 of a more general Import, ought to 
been rendred, not Time ſimply, but Space of 
Time, or Opportunity. And it muſt be own 
that ſometimes we are obliged thus to underſtan 
the Word, as moſt Expoſitors take it to be meant 
in Epb. J. 16. Redeemivg the Time, i. e, the Pre- 
ſent Seaſan, becauſe the Days are evil. But other 
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Criticks, more judicious than the former, tho” 
they own ſuch a Diſtinction ſometimes, yet rec- 
kon, that as theſe Greek Words are often indiffe- 
rently uſed ; ſo the Greek Word here is moſt pro- 
perly render'd Time. But then, as Time is taken 
very differently; ſo Interpreters vary, as to its 
Meaning, in this Place. 
Now Time may be taken in one or other of 
theſe four Acceptations: Either, 1. For Time 
in general, in reference to the Duration of the 
preſent World, from the Period of the Aeſaical 
Creation, to the ſinal Diſſolution of its preſent 
Conſtitution and Frame. Or, 2. For the New 
Teſtament Time, from the firſt Coming of Chriſt 
to his ſecond Coming; which the Penmen of 
Scripture uſually ſpeak of, under the Name of 
the Laſt Time, or the Laſt Days. Or, 3. For the 
remaining Part of the Duration of the Jewiſh 
Church and Nation in Jzdea, from the Time of 
the Apoſtle's Penning this Epiſtle (which was in 
or about the Year 60 from Chriſt's Birth) to the 
Deſtruction of Feruſalem ; which was indeed but 
a very -ſhort and contratted Time, of Ten Years 
Continuance only. Or, 4. For the Time of the 
Continuance of Mens Natural Life on Earth, in 
particular. For be the ſame what it will, whe- 
ther comparatively longer or ſhorter; yet ſtill it 
is but a ſhort and contracted Time, or Space of 
Duration. 2 ; n: P1001] 4g. 
No certain it is, That the Word Time cannot 
be taken here in either of the firſt Acceptations; 
- becauſe, neither the Time of the World's Dura- 
tion in general, nor of the New Teſtament in ſpe- 
cial, can be ſaid to be contracted or ſhortned. 
For, as the World is to continue all the Time 
that God deſign'd it ſhould, at its firſt Forma- 
tion; ſo alſo is the Goſpel to continue, as long 
s the World laſts, | So 


—— — > as am ener. 


a — 
— 
— 


Mrs. Mary Frazer. 13 1 
So that it muſt be in one or other of the two 1 


latter Acceptations of the Word Time, that the 
Apoſtle is to be underſtood here. In the former 


of theſe Dr. Hammond and others underſtand the [i | 
Words. And perhaps the Apoſtle, in the Lati- 'F 
tude of the Expreſſion, might have ſome indirect ! i 


Reference that way; he himſelf being an Iſrae- a! 
lite, and many of the firſt Chriſtians at Corinth, | 
and elſewhere, being of the ſame Race, tho? 
living among the Gentiles, And indeed, that 4 
Great judgment was too great, to be wholly over- F 
looked by the Apoſtle ; conſidering both its Con- 15 
comitants and Conſequents. | | 
But then certain it is to me, that this is not N 
what the Apoſtle principally or moſt directly has * 
in view, when he yſes this Word here. For, 1. j 
© It is not eaſy to perceive, as Dr, Whitby ſays, 
what direct Concernment the Corinthians then 
© had in the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem ; what pe- 
* culiar Troubles hapned ; what Loſs of Wives 
ce or Poſſeſſions they did then ſuſtain ; or indeed 
«. what Perſecution they then lay under, from 
© which the Deſtruction of Feru/alem might free Ef 
„ them.” Nay, 2. Tho' the Apoſtle was not a 
Gentile by Nation, yet as he was the Apoſtle of 
the Gentiles by Office, and was now writing to a 
Gentile Church ; we have Reaſon to think, that 
his principal Scope was to forewarn them of thoſe 
great Perſecutions, that he foreſaw the Chriſtians 
were to fall under ſucceſſively. If he wrote this bal 
Epiſt le, as the beſt Chronologers reckon, A. C. Go. b 
. which was the 5th Year of Nero, it may not be un- 
likely that he prophetically warns themof the Firſt 
Perſecution under him; now that his Quinquennium, 
or five Years peaceful Government, was expiring : 
For ſo long he ruled well, ſay the Roman Hiſtori- 
un; þuteyer after run out into all the * . 
6:30 7 Lake 4 . p SLA Q 
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of Tyranny and Cruelty, and particular! inft 
the Chriſtiam. 3. Les, dd far _— the Deſt ion 
of Fers/alem from freeing Chtiſtians from Perſe» 
cution, that not long after it Domitian began n 
very General and Cruel one, which laſted Try 
Years with great Severity. but, 4. What che 
Apoſtle adds, when he lays, Foy the Faſhion of this 
World paſſeth away, plainly diſcovery his Meaning 
to be, in reference to the Duration of our mortal 
Life on Earth ; the Changeableneſs of the Scenes 
whereof he repreſents ſo well in what goes before. 
And thus he ſpeaks the ſame Language with Fohy, 
1 Epiſt. 2. 15,17. Love not the World, nor the 
Things of the World 1, for the Faſhion of the World 
paſſeth away, and the Luſta thereof. Now this be- 
ing the Apoſtle's Senſe of the Word Time ; I am 
to conſider, wo hl 
idly. In what Senſe we are to underſtand him, 
when he ſays, That the Time is cufj,ð , which 
we tender, Short; while others render it, Remo- 
wed; and others again, Clothed with our Death”; 
Apparel. lndeed, my Friends, ſeeing the Greek 
Word includes all theſe Senſes, and ſeeing each 
of them contains ſomething uſeful, elegant, and 
—_—— in it; I cannot but give you « Touch of 
each of them, t. Therefore (to begin with the 
laſt of theſe Senſes, and fo to go upwards, by a 
Retrograde Procefſion to the Second, and then to 
the Firſt) if we ſhould underſtand the Greet 
Word in the Senſe given AT; b 6. the Phraſe 
would run thus: But this I ſay, Hretbren, that the 
Time of our Life is ſo compoſed, as if we were al- 
ready clothed with our Graue Clothes. And thus we 


are directed, as to that Eſtimate which we ought 
to make of the remaining Part of our Life, eſpe- 
cially ſuch of us, as are, by reaſon of advanced 
Age, or threatning bodily Infitmities, neurer — 
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Mrs, Many FnAEZHBR. 15 
others to out Journey's End. Life it ſelf is but a 
Progreſs towards the other World, and is thete= 
fore but à kind of Dying. So that the Infant, in 
this Senſe, by beginning to live, does but begin 
fo die. Whefets the pious Soul, that takes Wing 
for Glory, from the dropping Houſe of its 2 
Tabernacle, may juſtly be ſaid to commence Li 
only from that Minute; becauſe it is no ſoonet 
freed from what is Mortal, ind poſſeſs d of In- 
mortality, and conſequently Life, in the proper 
and ſpiritual Senſe of both theſe Words and Ideas. 
Now the Apoſtle, having treated before of A- 
rige, and modeſtly caution'd Chriſtians, in the 

receding Verſe, from entering raſhly into that 
te, conſidering its Incumbranees And Cares, in 
a Time of Calamity ; might poſſibly wiſely make 
choice of this Word, to thoſe who ſpoke the 
Greek Language, to inſinuate this Notion into 
their Minds. For whereas, on Marriage Occae 
fiofit, Mirth and Jollity are uſually indulged to an 
high Degree, and all Perſons concerned ap 
then in their feſtival and fineſt Apparel; Paal 
might think it of uſe to put ſuch Perſons in 
mind of another Sort of Solemnity, and of Clothes 
of another Colour and Kind. But whether he 
did directly mean this or no; yet, as the Word 
is ſometimes uſed in this Senſe, and particularly : 
by his own Companion Zzke, the Beloved Phyſi- if 
eian (as he calls him, Col. 4. 14.) Aﬀs 5.6. we | 
cannot doubt of his knowing, that the Word he 
made uſe of did ſometimes denote this very No- 
tion. And, if he meant this, his Senſe may be 

wen thus: And now, Brethten, ſuffer me to 
be hint this to you, that even in the midſt of 
* all your Feſtivals, even your Wedding - Joys 
4 and Feaſts, are but making ready for the 
„ Griyez and while you put en your Marriage 

F ** Clothes, 
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ce Clothes, you are at the ſame time but apparel. 
cc ling your ſelves with your Grave-Clothes: for 
your mortal Fleſh is to be eſteemed only as 
* ſuch, And, ſince the Caſe is thus with you, 
« It remaineth, that they that have Wives be as tho 
« they had none, &c. Now, tho? perhaps at firſt 
Propoſal, this Senſe of the Word might appear 
ſomething odd and ftrange; yet I hope, by this 
time, the Notion will appear, not only ſmooth, 
but very edifying and uſeful: And therefore 1 
could not but propoſe it to your ſerious and cloſe 
Meditation. But, (2.) If we render this Word, 
in the Senſe wherein it is alſo not unfrequently 
uſed by Greek Authors, viz. for a Thing's being 
removed, ſubſtrafted, or drawn away, in part or in 
whole ; then the Notion, that this preſents' us 
with, is this : That the Time, which we have allotted 
w to live, is, in part, removed or taken away from 
us already: ſo that, ſeeing we haue already loft ſo 
much thereof ; the remaining Part is not our Time 
entire, but a mere Fragment of it. And, if ſo, 
ſurely we had need improve it well, by doubling 
our Seriouſneſs and Diligence. But, (3.) Seeing 
the Bulk of Interpreters underſtand the Greek 
Word here, in the Senſe of our Verſion ; and ſee- 
ing this is the moſt common and obvious Meaning 
thereof; I come to conſider this, in the laſt Place, 
as that wherein I principally acquieſce, tho? not | 
excluſively of the former. The Meaning there- F 
fore of the Apoſtle may juſtly be underſtood, in | 
reference to the ſhort Duration of Man's Time 
and Life on Earth: For this Time of ours is a ſhort 
and contratt ed Duration, in whatſoever View we 
_ conſider it. For, 1. If we compare our Time of 
Abode here with Eternity, the very- Idea of it 
evaniſhes, as it were, into nothing. Elegantly 
does the Poet Cowley repreſent the Life of Man, 
EY Bp dd . 88 . as 
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as a ſmall, temporary, and brittle Ihm, built 
up between the two Eternities, Ante & Poſt, viz, 


that which was before our Being, and that which: 
we are Journying towards. 


Fa ain, meal - built Iſchmus, who doſt proudly * 


Dp between two Eternities, 
"Which canſt nor Wind nor Wave ſuſtain, 
But Nai and 0 e, d the endleſs Oceans me ei 


8 | (again, 


2 If we compare the Time of our Duration on 
Earth, with this created World in general, nay 
wich ſome of i its dying Parts, whether of the Ve 
et ative Kind, as the Oak, Cedar, and Elm; or 
even of the Animal Kind, as the Elephant and 
Hart, the Eagle.and Raven, (in caſe we may give 
Credit to Naturaliſts) our Life on Earth is but 
hort. Nay, if we compare our Time, ſince the 
Days of Moſes, (when 70 or 80 Years became the 
"uſual Standard of Man's Duration on Earth, as 
we ſee Pſal. go. 10.) with thoſe that liy'd before, 
eſpecially the Ante-Deluvians, (many of whom 
_liv'd above goe Years) our Time on Earth cans 
not but appear to be extreamly ſhort and con- 
tracted. 4. And, if we farther compare Man 
with Man; how few ſuch attain to 70 or 80 Years 
of Age? How many Millions die in Infaney, 
Childhood or Manhood (not to mention Abor- 
tives) in compariſon of the Hundreds, or per- 


haps Scores, that live ſo long. 5. To all which 


. Conſiderations, if we add the Computation of the 
innumerable Martyrs, that either by violent 
Deaths, or by Difficulties and Straits, or by waft- 
ing out their Bodies, by aſſiduous and p 66k 
Watchings and Labours in the Service of Chriſt, 
n vo had their Time 18 and abbreviated ; we 
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have one farther Conſideration towards the Illu- 
ſtration of this ſhort, but comprehenſive ExpreC 
ſion, taken in this Senſe. And who can doubt, 
but that Paul had this in his Mind, who confiders, 
not only his Prophetical Foreſight of the Perſe. 
cutions and Sufferings of Chriſtians ; but His own 
eminent and ſenſible Experiences, of the waſting 
of his own; and others Bodies, by extraordinary 
Watchings, Labours, Journeys, and Patigues. 
For which conſult 2 Cor. 6. 4, &c. 13. 23, &c. 
1 Cor. 4. 9, &c. So that, as all theſe Conſidera- 
tions ſerve as ſo many Arguments to ſhew the 
Brevity and Uneertainty of Time; they do like- 
wiſe oblige and incite us to a right Improvement 
of this ſhort Time, and tranſitory Life of ours; 
upon the right or ill Improvement whereof de- 
pends our Eternal Happineſs or Miſery. 
Now having cleared the Foundation, upon 
which the Apoſtle's whole Reaſoning and Advice 
is founded; I proceed to conſider the Corollaries, 
Inferences, or Dedutt᷑ ions, which he draws from 
thence, Therefore, ON E 


Secondly, The Corollaries, or Inferences, dedu- 
ced from the preceding Principle or Propofi- 
tion, are next to be conſidered, bg 
Now theſe Inferences are Five. The i ſt teaches 
us, how we are to carry, with reſpect to our Re- 
latives and Friends in the World, inſtanced in 
the cloſeſt Relation on Earth, viz. that of Huſ- 
bands and Wives, The Second and Third relate 
to the Government of our Paſſions or Affect ions, 
inftanced in the two great Affett ions of Sorrow and 
Joy; which are two main Hinges, on which the 
Souls and Lives of Men turn. The Fourth and 
Fifth directs us, how we are to behave, in refe- 

"4 rence 
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Deſcendents from her that is gone, who at pre- 
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rene to our Acquiſitions of this World, and our 
uſing the ſame, when poſſeſſed of them. 
| 85 that here we have a Brief, bit Noble Ex- 
tract or Compend of Chriſtian *Ethieks or Mo- 
rals, deduced from the former Propoſition, viz, 
the Brevity you Time ;, and divided into Five Bran- 
ches, actording to the five eardinal Concerns of 
Human Life, viz. 1. Our Relative Duties, par- 
1 thoſe of Husbands and Wives. 2, Our 
when afflicted, and in a State of Trouhle, 
rite Duty alſo, in che oppoſite State of Proſ- 
Ren rity and Joy. 4. Our Duty, when God ble 
ſeth any of us with \ worldl y Things, ſo as to aſſiſt 
us in purchaſing theſe, hay, 5- Our Duty, in 
uſing whatever we are poſſeſſed of, In reference 
to all which the Apoſtle, tho' he cannot be ſup- 
ſed to recommend a proper Storcal Apathy ; 
ſpeaks in a Dialect, that comes pretty near to Jar 
Philoſophy, But rn what Senſe he is to be un- 
derftood, we ſhall ſoon ſee, Now, ſeeing my 
Diſcourſe, at this time, is principally defign 'd 
for the Benefit of the Living, particularly the 
Survivers of the pious Perſon deceaſed, ant that 
with 'a remote View to the Good of the Towns 


Tent can profit little by ſuch a Diſcoutſe , I ſhall 
not grudge thy Pains in running over each of theſe 


Particulars ; ſeeing one of other of them will be 


of uſe to every one, let his er her State be whas 
it will afterwards, 


COROLLARY LL 
That they that have Wives be as if they bad 
none. 


Marriage being the moſt cloſe Relation on 
Earth, the Apoſtle RO this Inſtance nag 4 
| p 
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than any other. For if Husbands, who have 
Wives that they intirely love, and conſequently 
IWives that have good Hutbands, ought to live as 
tho? they had none; then it is more ſtrongly in- 
ferred, that we ought to do ſo in reference to all 
other Relatives and Friends, For much more 
ought Parents to ſit looſe from Children, and Chil- 
dren from Parents, and Brothers and en to 
one another. 

For the Reaſon, why the Apoſtle gives the 
Inſtance of Husbands pads. in reference to their 
IWiver, is merely to avoid Tediouſneſs and need- 
leſs Repetitions : For e Matrimonial Duties being 
relative, it is eaſy to infer the Duty of the one, 
by what is faid in reference to the other. | 

None can, I think, be ſo weak, as to believe, 
that the Apoſtle, who elſewhere (as in Col. 3. 
18, 19.) carries the Duty of mutual Love be- 
tween Husbands and Wives to the higheſt Pitch, 
could deſign, in the leaſt, to dehort here from 
true Conjugal Affection. No; he rather neceſſa- 
rily preſuppoſeth this: For, 1. The Apoſtle de- 
horts only here from the Corruption and Degene- 
racy of Conjugal Love; which is, when a Man 
becomes ſo uxorious, and ſo ſwallowed up with 
Matrimonial Cares, as to forget and neglect the 
Great Concerns, which God gives him in charge, 
as à Chriſtian. 2. Therefore the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
principally, if not only, to thoſe Husbands, (and 
conſequently Wives, and other Relatives) ohoſe 
Affections were fo ftrong, as to be apt to get the 
Aſcendant both of their Reaſon and Religion, 
For truly it may be ſaid, to the Shame of another 
ſort of Husbands and Wives, that they are guilty 
of worſe Extremes, even that of Unnaturalneſs 
and Undutifulneſs, 'ſo as to render the Lives of 
their neareſt and deareſt Relatives uncomfortable 
6a to 


— M ——————— ů — 


Mrs. MART FRA EER. 21 


to them; and ſometimes to that Exceſs, as to 


accelerate their Deaths. | 
But to return to the Extreme that the Apoſtle 


dehorts from here: Let us remember, That we. 


ought ſo to love our Wives, Husbands, Children, 
Parents, and other Relatives, as to ſit looſe from 
them, knowing that they and we muſt part, and 
ever remembering the indiſpenſible Duty of loving 
God above all, and ſerving him in the Ac Place; 
and that for theſe following Reaſons: 

1. Becauſe an exceſſive Love of the beſt Farth- 
ly Relative, 1s fes! as being a kind of idolizing 
the Creature, and putting a mortal Friend in the 
room of God. It is He only, that ought to be 
loved in the firſt place, with an unlimited Affecti- 
on, even with all our Heart, Might and Strength, 
So that to love any finite Being thus, with an un- 
bounded Love, 1s a fort of Apoſtacy from our 
Sovereign, Husband, Benefaftor, and chief Good, 
by going a whoring from him, and idolizing the 
Creature in his ſtead, 5 
2. Becauſe this Frame of Mind is altogether 
unreaſonable; ſeeing it vaſtly exceeds the real Va- 
lue of the Object loved. The moſt Excellent Per- 
ſon in this World is ſtill finite, and not without 
ſome Weakneſs and Failing; and therefore ought 
no farther to be lov'd or valu'd, than in a propor- 
tion to his or her Excellency. Now the beſt 
Friends we can have on Earth are imperfett, in 


more than one Reſpect. For, 1. They are in- 
compaſſed with the ſame, or like Infirmities, as 
others: If they are ſanttified, yet they are not 


ſinleſs: If they are good - natur d, yet they are not 
wholly free from ſome Sallies of Paſſion at ſome 
times: If they are wiſe, yet not without a Mix- 


ture of Ignorance and Miſtakes, 2. Whatever 


Perfeftions our Friends were or are poſſeſſed of, 
B 3 can- 
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tannot be reckon'd originally theirs : For every 
good and perfect Gift deſcends from the Father 
of Light, Love and Goodneſs, So that Creatures 
have all their Virtues in part only, and derivatea 
ly from God, who is infinite Perfection it ſelf. 
3. Whatever Perfections we admire our Friends 
for, fill we muſt look on them as fading: They 
and we muſt part. The Union and Relation 
that is now between Husbands and Wives, mu 
not only be diſſolved, but fo broken, as never 
any more to be renewed again (I mean in this 
manner) for Eternity: For, in the Day of Judg- 
ment, Men and Women neither marry, nor are given 
in ¶ Marriage, but are as the Angels of God, Mat. 
22. 30+ Tho?I make no doubt, at the ſame time, 
bur that thoſe who liv'd in near Relations on 
Eafth, and liv'd therein as Chriſtians, ſhall be 
peculiarly rewarded, by near Proximity of Place 
and Converſation in the Celeſtial Manſions. Hows 
ever, all Earthly Relations, in the Worldly Senſe 
of them, muſt certainly ceaſe, and give place to 
the cloſer and more permanent Relation of glori- 


fied Saintſbip in Heaven. So that, tho' Relatives 


and Friends ſhall again meet, to ſee, know, en- 
jay and converſe with one another; yet ſtill this 
muſt be underſtood in a way ſuitable to Heaven, 
and the Felicity of the Glorified there. 
3. Becauſe an Exceſs of Love and Affection for 


dur Friends here, is hurt ful unto the Soul. For, 


1; It diverts from the Love of God. Neither the 
Eye of the Body, nor of the Mind, can be in- 
tenſly fixed upon two different and diſtant Objects, 
at the ſame time. And truly, when we do in- 
tenſly and immoderately fix our Thoughts and 


Affections on any 2 Object, it will ſo divert 
, 


us from thinking on God, and loving him; that, 
e wo e es wp, may. this wor be 
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ſoon brought under the diſmal Character of ill 
Men; of whom it is ſaid, Pſaf7 10. 4. That God 
is not in all their Thoughts. 2. And, if this di- 
vert from the Love of God, it will certainly ren- 
der us careleſs, as to the great Matters of our 
Souls. The Mind, that is much taken up in lu- 
dicrous or trifling Matters, is very unfit to con- 
e weighty Objects. This the | Poet Virgil 
repreſents in the Inſtance of Queen Dido, 

whoſe Love for Æneas made her neglett her Care 
of her new Kingdom and City. And Chrift il- 
luftrates this excellently in the Example of Mar- 
tha and Mary, when he ſays, Luke 10. 41, 42- 
Martha, Martha, hon art careful about m 
things, but one thing is neceſſary : And Mary hath 
5 4 that better Part, which ſhall not be taken from 
her. 3. And, as this Diſpoſition tends to Care- 
leſneſs in Things ſpiritual, ſo alſo to Over-Care- 
fulneſs in Things terrene and. worldly. For, as 
our Love is, ſo do we act. If our Love be Divine 
and Spiritual, ſo alſo are our Lives, our Purpoſes, 
our Actions: But if our Love be wholly or main- 
ly carnal, earthly, and ſenſual ; our Thoughts, 
Deſigns and Management will be ſo likewiſe: 
And therefore the Apoſtle expreſly declares, that 
one main End of his Advice here, is to prevent 
Over-Solicitude as to the things of this World. 
For, ſays he, in the very next Words, Ver. 2, 
I would have you without Carefulneſs. 

And thus we ſee, both wherein the Energy of 
this Part of the Apoſtle's Advice ſtands, and up- 
on what ſolid Reaſons it is founded. | 


+ Z#neid, Lib 4. 
Non ceptæ aſſurgunt turret, non Arma Juventus 
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[. COROLLARY II. 
| | That they that weep be as the they wept not. 


| © Weeping is the moſt ordinary Sign and moſt evi- 
dent Token of Sorrow or Grief, and is therefore 
put for it here, as elſewhere. Thus Rachel, (i. e. 
thoſe deſcended from her) is ſaid, Mat. 2. 28. to 
bu weep for her Children, (i. e. to grieve for their 
8 Murder) and to — 2 to be comforted. | 
Now Grief is of as many ſorts, as the Occaſions 
of it are, and the Natures of the things, about 
which it is converſant. Therefore ſometimes 
we hear of a Godly Sorrow, and of a Carnal Sorrow ; 
1 and of a Grief for Evil committed, called Repen- 
| tante; and of a Sorrow for Trouble expected, cal- 
led Deſpondence ; but which, in caſe the Trouble in 
1 view be not only reckoned certain, but alſo ex- 
8 treme, is called Deſpair. And, beſides theſe, 
1 there is a Grief of Indigence, when we have not 
| what others enjoy, called Emulation; anda Grie 
of Repining, or Fretfulneſs at the Proſperity of 
others, called Indignation or Envy ; and a 37 
[|| alſo of Sympathy with others under Trouble, whic 
| | | is called by that Name, or by that of Compaſſion, 
bl or Feflom- feeling. | be he 
It is none of all theſe that is properly meant 
here, but a Grief or Sorrow for ſuch Troubles 
and Calamitięs, as we our ſelves meet with in the 
World, either in a Perſonal or Family Reſpett, 
. bor in common with the Publick; tho? Sympathy, in 
BY | ſome reſpect, may come in here, in the Latitude 
of the Expreſſion. Now ſuch a Grief as this is 
undoubtedly what the Apoſtle means principally 
here, and againſt the Exceſs whereof he gives the 
ſame Caveat, as againſt the Exceſs of Relative 
Loye before, For we are not to think, that ei- 
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ther Grief, or any other natural Affection of the 
Soul, is ſimply evil: for this were to accuſe the 
Glorious Framer of our Nature, of a Defect in 
his Work. We are not then to imagine, that 
any - proper Apathy, or Want of Paſſion, 1s re- 
commended to us here (ſeeing to be without natu- 
ral Affiction is reckoned a criminal Defect, Rom. 
1. 31. 1 Tim, 3. 3.) but only a right Regulation 
of our Aﬀettions, And therefore the Scripture 
ſuppoſeth the Reaſonableneſs of Anger ſometimes, 
Wh it requires, that we take heed that we be ſo 
angry, as not to ſin ; and that we limit it ſo in point 
of Time, as not to let the Sun go down on our Wrath, 
Eph. 4. 26. And the like Rules hold in reſpect to 
other Affections alſo, mutatis mutandis, i.e. giving 
due Allowances prudentially, in reference to dit- 
ferent Circumſtances. 

Certain it is, that there are frequent Occurren- 
ces in this miſerable World, which not only ex- 
tort Grief from us, but oblige us to it, in Daty 
to God, our ſelves, and Friends. Can we ſee 
God diſhonoured, our Country ruined, the Church 
under Perſecution, and good Men flaughter'd, 
without being ſuitably concerned? Can we be- 
hold our Friends and Relatives, in Miſery and 
Calamity, in reference either to Mind, Body, or 
Eſtate, without Sorrow and Emotion of Soul? If 
ſo, we are not only ſtupid, but wicked, and tranſ- 
greſs the Laws both of H ty and Religion. 

But then, tho? we ought to ſorrow on ſuch Oc- 
caſions ; yet it ought to be in meaſure, and not 
to ſuch an Exceſs, as to unfit us for preſent and 
future Service. And therefore we ought, 

1. To conſider, that the Time of our Sorrows 
here is limited and ſhort. Shall we immoderate- 
ly grieve for a temporary Inconvenience? No; 
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Jet us conſider, that all the Griefs of Good Men 


will 


1 
1 
"1 
19 
4 
N 


2 x — —⅜ — — — 


ab A Funeral Sermon on 

will ſoon have an End, and give place to Joys 
Eternal, if we are careful to improve our Trou- 
bles aright. 

2. And bleſſed be God, that our fevereft 
Griefs and Troubles here are not unmixed, but 
admit of various Alleviations and Diverſions, 
Our Cups of Trouble here are not filled with un- 
mixed Wrath; but for the moſt part ſweeten'd 
with merciful Conſiderations, as being deſign'd 
to be ſanative to us, and not deſtructive. There 
is none here, eſpecially no good Man, ſo wholly 
miſerable, but that he may find ſomething or o- 
ther to comfort him. It is Hell only, that admits 
of no Alleviations of Sorrow; and therefore, were 
it only in this reſpect, we may learn ſo to weep, 
even under the greateſt temporary Calamities, as 
sf we wept not. For, are we not better than the 
Damned? Nay, are we not better than Thou- 
ſands in this World? Yea, and far better than we 
deſerve? Are our Calamities like Job's? or like 
the Beggar Lazarus, that ſtarv'd in Pains and A- 
gonies at the Rich Man's Gate, and probably was 
thrown into ſome Hole, without proper Burial ? 
And therefore, let us ever bear in mind, that let 
our Temporal Calamities be what they will, they 
cannot, properly ſpeaking, make any of us miſe- 
Rs It is the Wrath of God alone that can do 


3. Conſider likewiſe, that to give way to un- 
meaſurable and exceſſive Sorrow, is to make our 
Afflictions doubly greater than the Intention of 
God in theſe Strokes: For the allowing our ſelves 
this way, is followed with a numerous Train of 
great Inconveniencies, and diſmal Conſequents : 
For, 1, This muſt neceſſarily produce Diſtracti- 
ons, Weakneſſes and Irregularities, in reference 
to the Mind and Memory. 2. It will be apt. to 


produce, 


—— 
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produce, at laſt, Deſpondency, if not Deſpair. 
3. It will naturally produee great Inconveniencies 
in relation to our Bodies. For exceſs of Grief, 
eſpecially if long continued, muſt neceſſarily de- 

eſs the Heart, hinder the Circulation of the 
Blood, blunt Appetite, obſtruct Digeſtion, waſte 
the Animal Spirits, and ſo exhauſt Nature, as to 
bring on, or increaſe fatal Diſeaſes, and thus ac- 
celerate Death, And, 4. This will tend mighti- 
ly to indiſpoſe us for ſpiritual Duties, by diſcou- 
raging us to perform them, and by diverting, or 
diſtracting us in the diſcharge of them, 


So that on all theſe Accounts, we ought care- 


fully to watch over our ſelves in times of Trou- 
ble and Trial, fo as to attain to moderate our 
Griefs, as Paul adviſeth; That when we weep, on 
ſuch Occaſions,” it may be ſo as if we wept not. 


COROLLARY ii. 
Tha they that rejoice be as tho? they rejoiced not. 


This Paſſion is the oppoſite of the former, and 
is the pleaſant Tranquility, and, as it were, the 
Sabbath of the Soul, ariſing from the real, or 
ſuppoſed Fruition of ſome good Things before de- 
fired by us, 

Now this Affection is of ſeveral Sorts, as well as 
the former, according as either the Object: thereof 
are, or the Degrees of the extent or meaſure thereof. 
1ſt, Therefore, with reſpe& to the Objects, our 
Joy or Delight, is either lawful or unlawful: The 
Firſt being the Delight we have in the Fruition of 
allowable good Things; the Second being the 
Pleaſure taken, for a time, in the ſinful Grati- 


fications of Senſe or Luſt, 24h), Delight or Jey, 


with reſpect to its Meaſure, is either limited or 
unlimited, more or leſs, Now, tho' the hee: 
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be ſuch, as to lay a proper Foundation of Joy : 
yet our Joy, on that Account, becomes Criminal, 
when we rejoice in it aboye what it deſerves. God 
only is that Object, the Fruition of which, lays 
an adequate Foundation for unlimited Delight, 
becauſe he only is ſo, in point of intrinſick 
Excellency in himſelf, and of communicated 
Good to his Creatures. 51550 

And hence we learn, how we ought to carry, 
with reſpect to all earthly Things which we en- 
joy. We ought indeed to rejoice in them, as 
Bleſſings, and praiſe God for them: For, as So- 
lomon ſays, Eccleſ. 5.18. (lee alſo Ch. 3. 22. & Ch. 


9. 7, 8, 9) It is good and eomely for one to eat and 


to drink, and to enjoy the good of all his Labour, that 
he taketh under the Sun, all the Days of his Life, which 
God giveth him : For this is his Portion, But yet, 
we ought to moderate our Joy on all earthly Ac- 
counts, by proportioning it to the Nature and ex- 
tent of the Things enjoyed by us. 1ſt, Becauſe 
ſuch terrene Things cannot of themſelves pro- 
duce ſo much as even earthly Joy: For Con- 
tentment and Joy is a peculiar Gift of God, which 
the rich Man may want, and the poor Man may 
have. It was Solomon's Obſervation of old, of 
which we have many Inſtances in our Days, Eccl. 


6. 1, 2. There is an Evil which I have ſeen under the 


Sun, and it is common among Men. A Man to 
whom God giveth Riches, Wealth and Honour, fo 


that be wanteth nothing for his Soul, of all that he de- 
ſireth : Yet God giveth him not Power to eat (with 


Pleaſure) thereof; but a Stranger eateth thereof. 
This is Vanity, and it is an evil Diſeaſe, 2dly, Be- 
cauſe tho Things here did never fo naturally pro- 
duce joy; yet this Joy is not pure and unmixed, 
ſeeing there are ever Conſiderations and Occur- 


rences, accompanying the ſame, that give an al- 


lay 
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lay to it, and imbitter the ſame. 3aly, Becauſe 4 
our beſt Things here, are but the ſhadows of thoſe [f 
properly good Things that render us truly Hap- 4 
py, and therefore cannot themſelves be the i 
Spring of unlimited Joy. For indeed, they can ' 

| 


neither cure Soul nor bodily Diſtempers. 4thly, 
Becauſe immoderate Joy, on mere temporary Ac- 
counts, 1s apt to render us languid in our purſuit 
of heavenly Things, and to delude us with 
dreaming of Happineſs, until we find, at laſt, 
our unhappy Miſtake, when it is too late to reme- 
dy it. Thus God repreſents the Pleaſure of the 
Enemies of the Church, Iſa. 29. 8. by that of a 
Dream of a hungry or thirſty Man, who dreams that 
he eats and drinks, but when he awakes, finds himſelf 
Empty and Faint. And bow fatal is that Deluſion, 
that Chriſt ſpeaks of Luke 13. 25, 26, &c. where 
he tells us, That ſome, even at the great Day, 
will be apt to entertain Hopes of Mercy, from 
the Pleaſure they took in external Goſpel Privi- 
leges; ſuch as, their having eat and drunk in Chriſt's 
Preſence, as at the ſacred Supper; but who ſhall 
hear their Lord reply, I know you not, whence ye 
are; depart from me all ye workers of Iniquity, &c. 
And alas! we are all too apt to be ſo intoxicated | 
with earthly Things, as to neglect the more 
weighty and ſolid Things, that can only produce 
real and laſting. Pleaſure : So that many dream, | 
as it were, all their Days, like thoſe mentioned; 
or as the * Poets repreſent ſome dreaming of 
| Sos We | 
* petit ille dapes, ſub imagine ſomnj, _ | 
Otraque vana movet, dentemque in dente fatigat. | 
p  "_ And again, * | 
Qui fe credebat miros aud ire Tragedos, 
In vacuo lætus ſeſſor plauſorque Theatto. 


dab +0898 Feaſts, 
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bo Feaſts, and others of being preſent at pl 
| when perhaps they have very little ground nr 
ſo jovial; . as Solomon elegantly ſays, Ectl. 
7. 6. As the crackling of Thorns under a Pot, ſo is 
the ter of a Fool, or wicked Man, 5, 6. all 
Noiſe and Blaze, but bon gone into Air and 


Aſhes, And therefore he juſtly 12 This aſe is 
Vanity. 


ORO LLAR Y w. 
That they e obey poſed e. 


A good Man may law fu buy and ſell, and ac» 
quire and poſſeſs worldly Things; bot chen he 
is to take heed, that his Heart be not inordinately 
ſet upon them; For we are ever to remember, 
that Eſtates and Poſſeſſions are Things extraneous 
to us; which were before we had a Being, nd 
will be in the Poſſeſſion of others when we are 
gone. And therefore, we are 15 to acquire and 
poſſeſs them, as to remember how ſhort out Life 
is, Pſal. 62. 10. If Riches increaſe, ſet not your 
Hearts upon them. For to be, 44 tho we poſſeſſed not 
the Riches we enjoy, is expreſſive of. that tras 
Chriſtian Temper, and © Diſpoſition of Mind, 
— ought to ſeek after with reſpect to ti 

or 

This denotes therefore theſe Three Things 
viz, Our Eſtimate of, out Affection towards, ge, 
our Carriage in this World, And, if, What 
the Eſtimate of a Chriſtian ſhould be, In reference 
0 earthly Things, is here 7 — that 

e look upon them as r periſhing Things, 
and mere Shadows of 1 Good, which will 
quickly vaniſh and flee away, 240, This ſpeaks 
forth that Affection which we ought to have to 
ſuch Things; which, if it be no greater than my 
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deſerve, will teach us to pray with David, Pſal. 

119. 36. Encline my Heart unto thy- Teſtimonies, 

and not to Covetouſneſs, And to fall in with Paul's 
Advice, Col. 3. 1, 2. Set your Aﬀettions on Things 
above, and net on Things below, &c, 3dly, This 
Phraſe denotes and infiruates, what the Carriage 
of a Chriſtian ought to be, in reference to this 
World, viz. ſuch as Peter exhorts to, 1 Epiſt. 
123.45 'Dearly beloved, I beſeech you, that as Pil- 


grims and Strangers, ye * from fleſhly Luſts 


which war againſt the Soul. 

Now the Reaſons why we ſhould aft thus, are 
ſtrong and cogent. For, 1. We are not the pro- 
per Owners or Poſſeſſors of the Eſtates and 
Things we call ours, but only Tenants, who 
are obliged to give an Account of what is thug 
lent us by God: For the whole Earth is his, and the 


fulneſs thereof. 2. Our Poſſeſſion of the World 


is a very precarious Thing. Oh! that rich Men 


would more mind the Parable of him, Luke 12. 
18, 19, 20. whoſe Deſign was to build new Store 
Houſes for his Treaſures, that then, but not till 
then, He might ſay to his Soul, Soul, eat, drink 
and bt merry, for thou haft many "Things laid up for 
75 many Trurs; 2 gr it was ſaid, Flog this 

thy Soul e required of thee, &c. For 
Chat V Abele of is 3 is Mes v. 21. S 
is he that layeth up Treaſure for bimſelf, and is not 
rich towards God, 3. Let it be alſo conſidered, 
that the more of the World we poſſeſs, the great- 
er will our Accounts be, Luke 12. 48. For un 
whomſoever much is given, of him ſhall be much re- 
quired ; and to whom Men have committed much, 7 
him they will ask the more. 


co- 


CO ROL. L A R Y v. | 
n. they that uſe the World, ought to take heed that 
- they abuſe it not, | 


1 

1 

| | ; The former Inference teaches us how we ought: 
| | to poſſeſs worldly Things; this cautions us againſt 
(l the abuſe, and diretts to the right uſe of them, 
|| The like Expreſſion we find in Philo, the A- 

poſtles Cotemporary ; which illuſtrates the mean- 

| ing of the ſame here. + Philo's Words are theſe : 

| This is another*s, do not covet it. This is thy own ; 
only uſe it ſo as not abuſing it. Huſt thou abun» 
dance, give to others; for the Excellency of Wealth 
[| conſiſts not in being i in thy Ons but in helping thoſe 
| | Now therefore, Two Things will deſerve ſome 
I Confideragion here. 1: What it is to aſe the 
World ſo as not to abuſe #7. 2. How we may at- 
tain to do ſo? 

As to the 1ſt, e That then a Man uſes 
15 the World without abuſing it. 1. When he uſes 
1 worldly. Things in a ſubordination to the Things 
e 2. When he diſpoſes ſo of his worldl 
| Affairs, as to ſerve God by them, and in the Uſe 
| of them. 3, When he is led in, by them, to a 
Ul | grateful Senſe of the Kindneſs of the Donor of all 
1 Good, and incited thereby to à more humble, 
cloſe and holy Walk with him. | 

So that, in Oppoſition to' theſe, there is a 
threefold Abuſe of the World to be avoided ; 
1, Covgtouſneſs; For ſome. abuſe the World, 
by making it their Idol, and by thus ſerving 
the Creature more than the Creator, 2, Prodigar 


1 — 
hs 
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1 De Jolepho, p. 428. ; 


lity, 


fear; neither is the Rod of God upon them, Tbey 
ſpend their Days in Wealth. - Therefore they 
ſay unto God, Depart from us, for. we deſire not the 


ſo uſe the World as not to abuſe it. Now we may 
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lay. For others there are, who inſtead of 
uſing the good Things of the World, ſo as to be 
Benefaftors to the Indigent, and uſeful to the 
publick, profuſely waſte their Subſtance upon 
their Luſts and ſenſual Appetites. 3. Pride, Vain- 
glory and Ambition, For, as Fob obſerved many 
Ages ago, ſo far are many rich, wicked Men, 
from a grateful Senſe of the great and many Obli- 
gations they are under, above others, to the libe- 
rality of God towards them, that they ſwell with 
Pride, and live as Atheiſts, Elegantly does Job, 
Chap. 21.7,8, &c. thus deſcribe ſuch Men, The 
wicked (frequently) live, ſo as to become Old, ye 
and (all that time) mighty in Power. Their Seed 
is eſtabliſhed, —— Their Houſes are ſafe from 


Knowledge of thy Ways. What is the Almighty, that 
we ſhould ſerve him? and what Profit ſhould we have 
i we prey unto bim? This is ſo commonly the 
abuſe of Wealth, that the wiſe Agur deprecates 
the State of Wealth as much as Poverty, Prov. 30. 


$, 9. Leſt, ſays he, when I am full I ſhould deny thee, 


and ſay, Who is the Lord? 


It concerns us then, 2dly, To know how we may 


attain to act thus; 1. By getting, and keeping 


up upon our Minds, ſerious Impreſſions of God's 
Self- ſuffieieney 


and All- ſufficiency. When the 
Pſalmiſt exhorts, Pſal. 62. 10. Not to ſet our 
Hearts on Riches when they increaſs ; he immedi- 


ately ſybjoins this Direction, how we may attain 
to aft thus, v. 11, 12. viz, by conſidering 


what God is. God hath ſpoken once; twice have [ 


heard this, that Power belongeth unto God alane; 
Tea, Mercy alſo, Fer _ 0 Lord, rendereſt te 


every 


Advantage. But contemplate the World, 3 m the 


to be meant in the like Senſe, ; wherein the Englz 
Word Scene is uſed; in reference to Actions on the 


* che fading 2 We —_ of the World, 
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every one according te his Work, 2. Lock upon the 


Things of the World, not as they tobe in 


the magnifying or multiplying Gla 8, either of 


thy own ſenſual Imagination, or that of the Eſti- 
mate and Repreſentation of Worldlings ; who take 
'Pains, as Satan did to Chriſt, to ſhew and 112 0 
arch the World and its Glories to the g 


Deſcription that Seripture and true Reaſon will 
afford you, and then thou wilt ſee and own; chat 
Alt is Vanity and Vexation of Spirit, 3. Afford 
the World, as much, and no. more of your Love, 
as God; and eternal and ſpiritual Concerns. can 
{pare and leave. For, as one truly faid; That 
Affecxion which is too cold for God, 5s hot enougli 
for the World. In a Word, let us conſider, that 
the Gift of worldly Things to any, is. a Talent 
given them to improve, and not to abuſe. "Dub I 


: 855 on now to the laſt Head. 


Thirdly, The Reaſon fuperadded to both the 
former Parts, or Heads, is this, n the 


Faſbion of the World paſſer ang. 


The Greek Word viva, which is here rendied 
Faſhion, and is commonly, taken to ſigniſie * 
Shape or Figure of an Thing, ſeems plainly he 


Stage; which: we know is a derivative Word, 


from the Latin ee and trom che Greek 
more remotely. 


eee e barely ſignifie 


f to paſs away, but ſometimes, denotes ſo to paſs a- 
way, as to paſs by ur, wit h an inticing and enſnaring 


Appearance. So that it may be taken, both as ex- 


and 
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and of their 2 2 us by their Shew and Ap- 
pearance, while one Thing fucceeds to another. 
-xB, Then, IF we take the Word in a Senſe 
that fignifies to deceive, by rendring Teedy::, by 
ragdyiſar, according as it ſeems to be taken, 1 Joh. 
2. 17. And the World paſſeth away, and the Luſt thereof. 
Then the Reaſon'/runs thus, Let him that hath 4 
Wife, be as if be had none, &c. becauſe this Scene 
or Faſhion of the World is apt to deceive us, and 
lead us too far in our Affection, unleſs we be on 
our guard againſt the Exceſs thereof! And in like 
manner may we apply this Reaſon, in reference 
to each of the Fe preceeding Corollaries, For 
if in all theſe Reſpects, the Faſhion of the Worl 
be enfnarmg, we ought to learn the more care- 
fully to watch agamft it. 

But, 20%, If we explain the Verb Tees yur by 
gie, (as I think the Word is principally in- 


_ tended here;) then the meaning is, that every one 


of the Faſhions, or Scenes of this World, (ſuch as 
to be married, to weep, to rejoice, to purchaſe the 


World, and to uſe it) is altogether mutable and 


changeable ; all ſuch Conditions being only ſuc- 


ceflive Cuſtoms, that give place variouſly to one 


another; as God, the ſupreme Diſpoſer of all 


Things, ſees fit to ſhift the Scenes. 

Indeed, the whole World is but a variegated 
Pageantry, and the Faſhions thereof are but like 
the different Scenes àcted upon the Stage, For, 
as in the natural World, Summer and Winter, 
Day and Night, Calms and Storms ſucceed one 


another with great variety of Appearances and In» 


fences; ſo in the Political, Oeconomical, and E- 

thical State of Nations, Families and Perſons, 

new Faſhions, or the return of old ones, make up 

the Courſe of all Things relating to human Lite, 

And therefore I PIN but that the —_— 
N C3 
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take a View of the moſt permanent and weig 


| n of the circumambient Air. But a- 
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doth allude, in this Phraſe, to the Grecian — Ro- 
man Cuſtoms, of acting publick oY upon offer 
Stages and Theatres, or in their Circus's, and 
Places for Exerciſes; but more eſſ 

Dramatick Plays, wherein they uſed to ke 
Human Tranſactions by way of Dialogue; of 
which Plays, we have yet many Books extant in 
both Languages, as all Scholars acquainted with 
the Claſſick Authors know. 

Now, it was an uſual Expreſſion, in the Mouths 
of Spettators, and Auditors at Plays, ge To 
iu Th; oxuvis, i. e. The Faſhion of the * 16 9 
(ng away, when the Scene was a ſhifting and alter- 
ing, to make way for another. 

And truly, ſuch is this World, that 2 
could better expreſs it, than ſuch an Alluſion, 
For what is the World, but the acting variouſly 
either of ſome Comedy or Tragedy, according as 
either the Deſigns and Paſſions of Men, or the In- 
terpoſitions of Providence, in a way of Mercy or 
Judgment, ſhift and change the Scenes thereof. 

p — this is true in all "Reſpetts, whither we 
conſider the natural World more generally, or 


Things thereof that relate to Mankind; or Laſt- 
ly, conſider the more particular Occurrences of 


Mens Lives here below. 


And, 1ſt, J ſay, this is true of che natural 
World in general. The very Frame and Conſti- 
tution of the natural World muſt be alter d and 
chang'd farther than ever it has been. The only 
univerſal. Change that it ever ſuſtained, ſo far as 
we know, was by the general Deluge ; by which, 
no doubt, vaſt Alterations were made, i in the Si- 
tuation of the ſolid Parts of our Earth, and the 
Poſition of its fluid ones, and conſequently 3 in the 


nother 


ving God) be indeed pe 
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nother and greater Change awaits our World, of 
which the Scripture ſpeaks oftner than once. The 


Pſalmiſt of old aſſures us, that this was the Senti- 
ment of the ancient Church; for ſpeaking of the 


Creation and Conſtitution of the Earth, and of 
the Heavens, he ſays, Pſal. 102. 25, 26, 27. They 


ſhall periſh, but thou ſhalt endure ;, yea, all of them 


alt wax old as a Garment ; as a Veſture ſhalt thou 
change them, and they ſhall be changed, &c. and in this 
Senſe does Paul cite the Words, Heb. 1. 10, 11, 
12, But Peter tells us more particularly in what 
way this Change will be wrought, viz. by an un- 
. ſudden, and general Conflagration. 
For, ſays he, 2 Epiſt. 3. 10. the Day of the Lord, 
(i. e. the great Day, or ultimate and great Pe- 
riod) will come as a Thief in the Night; in the which 
the Heavens ſhall paſs away with a great Noiſe, and 
the Elements ſhall melt with fervent heat ; the Earth 
alſo, and the Works that are thereof ſhall be burnt up. 
24ly, This is alſo true of the World Politically 
conſidered, as it denotes Mankind, For, as the 
Race of Man, in general, as well as the natural 
World, muſt ceaſe to be on Earth, in the preſent 
State, of propagating its Kind ; ſo, not only, its 
leſſer Conſtitutions, and Communities are in con- 
ſtant Flux and Change, and even the moſt per- 
manent Things that relate to Mankind on Earth. 
Now I take the moſt ſolid and ſubſtantial Things 
that relate to the World of Mankind, to be Civil 
Government and Religion, and yet the Faſhion of 
both theſe paſſeth away, as well as other Faſhi- 
ons. And, "9 | 


1. To begin with Religion, tho? its Eſſence or 


- Subſtance, if rightly underſtood, (as confiſting in 


the reaſonable Creatures fearing, loving and ſer- 


tual, Yet Religion, 
externally conſidered, has , and ſtill is ſibje& 
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to Mutation and Change. The Fall,of Man in- 
traduced a great Change this way; a great. part of 
the inſtituted Worſhip afterwards bearing a Refe- 
rence to Man's Sin, and the way to obtain God's, 
Pardon thereof; of which there had been no Oc- 
caſion, had Man continued in his Integrity. The 
great Changes that obtained ſucceſſively after- 
wards, by God's own Appointment, in, the 
Days of Abrabam and Moſes , are too obvious 
either to be denied or inſiſted upon. And how - 
great the Change is, which, Chriſt's Coming has 
introduced, we all know : Which indeed is ſuch, 
that the Apoſtle repreſents it as the introducing a. 
new Earth and new Heavens, as we ſee, Heb. 12. 
26, 27. And ſo does {Peter alſo, 2 Epiſt. 3. 13. 
Where it is to be obſerved, that the Words 
ſhould not be rendred, Nevertheleſs we expect new 
Heavens, &c. but thus, But we do alſo expect, Ges 
beſides the Conflagration, of which he had ſpo 

before, v. 7, 10.) New Heavens and a new Earth ; 
for both Peter and Paul do, in theſe Things, 
refer to the Words of Haggaiy Chap. 2. 7, 8. 


= 


which even the Jewiſh Rabb;'s interpret ſo, as that 


the Prophecy was to be fulfilled in the Coming of 


the Meſſiah, Now, ſhould I give way to a Conſi- 
deration of the innumerable Changes that Religi- 
on has ſuſtained alſo in the World, by the Poli- 
ticks, and by the Luſtsof Men, I might carry this 
Point into a Volume, by conſidering the innume- 


rable Modes thereof, in all Ages and Nations, be- 


fore and ſince Chriſt's Coming. But to hint this 
ſhall ſuffice now, farther to ſhew the Changeable- 
ein h oi when nw) 

2. And as to Civil Government, or Political 
Conſtitutions of Nations, what more fubject to 


: 


| Alteration, and 5 We need not go far to 
Prove this, nor ranſack the ancient e a 
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Empires and Countries. Our own Ifland affords as 
Proofs enough, and even late and recent ones, of 
the certainty of its Changeableneſs, 

But 3dly,. This is further true, in regard of the 
Occurrences of our preſent Life, particularly con- 
ſidered, Our Time and Life is in conſtant Mo- | 
tion, ever changing, thro' all the Periods of Iifan- 
cy, Childhood, Manhood and Old Age, till we 
admit, at laſt, the great Change of all by Death. 
The Lives of all Men are filPd up with, and niade 
up of various and different Scenes : Though theſe 
are more numerous and remarkable in the Lives of 
fome Men than others, and are moſt obſerved in 
Great Men, whoſe different Fates draw along 
with them frequently general and National Chan- 
ges. But the Lives of all Men, even the moſt 
private and retired, are made up of many Viciſſi- 
tudes; ſometimes more Proſperous, and at other 
Times more Adverſe. 

It is in this laſt Reſpect, as I conceive, that the 
Apoſtle principally, if not only, ſpeaks, when he 
ſays, That the Faſhion of this World paſſeth 4 | 
Seeing in this Senſe only, or at leaſt moſt properly, | 
8 this. x. be connected with what immediately pre- | 
cedes, For the Senſe ſeems to be naturally this; 
The Faſhion of having Wrues, or this State of Matri- 
monial Relation, paſſeth away; and . Let 
them that have tend, behave” as if they had none. i 
And, in the ſame firein,: and to the ſame Purpoſe, 
the other Inftances-ſeem to run, in Conne ion 
with both the preceeding Principle, and this Reaſon 
added, as every one may eafily ſee. f 


„ Es no 


1 But now, ſeeing che e of this Rea- 
ſon to the Firſt of the Five preceeding Corallaries 
ar hiferences, is that, which the preſent afflictive 


8 doth calls us principally to conſider 
5 C 4 here; 


7 F 
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here; I ſhall ſay ſomething, 1ſt, Concerning the 
Perſon deceaſed ; and then, 24ly, Addreſs my ſelf 
to her ſurviving Relatives, in a few Words, And 
then I ſhall return again to the Text, and conclude 
with ſomething of general Uſe to all, 


[| And Firſt, As to the pious Perſon remov d from 
— 


Something I muſt ſay, as indeed ſhe well de- 
ſerves to have much ſaid of her. 

But yet ſome prudential and weighty Conſidera- 
tions oblige me to ſay much leſs of her, than either 
her Worth calls for, or my Affection would natu- 
turally draw from me. 

For, beſides other Conſiderations, ſhe was ſuch 
an Enemy to Applauſe, and did, I remember once 
in Diſcourſe to me, ſo cenſure the uſually too 
high Praiſes given to many in Funeral Sermons, 
as does, I own, ſtraiten me now in ſaying much of 
Der. 

But, as the mentioning this is no ſmall Com- 
mendation of her, as being an eminent Proof of 
her Modeſty and Humility, ſeeing ſhe did it, 
with a modeſt Suppoſition that had ſome Refe- 
rence to her ſelf: So it were an Injuſtice, not ori- 
ly to her Memory, but to the Survivors; eſpeci- 
ally the young Ones deſcended from her, to be 
too much confined in giving you ſome Part of her 
Character. For, as this may be inſtructive and 
edifying to us all, ſo her young Grandchildren can 
have no other way left to know her, but byan Ac- 
| | count of her handed down to them from thoſe who 
(| beſt knew her: And of theſe Friends I cannot but 
reckon my ſelf one, ſeeing there was hardly any 
we 0 ſhe was freer with in the Concerns of 
er al.. ee er 
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ec Mrs. Frazer then, whoſe Death is the Occa- 
< fion of our preſent Meeting, and of this Diſ- 
© courſe, was every way a valuable Perſon, and 
of uncommon Virtue, 5 
* God called her in to himſelf, by an early 
* Converſin, And, as ſhe was ſerious when 
* young, ſo the Grace of God, which was impar- 
ted to her then, was ſo eminently Operative, 
that ſhe ſtill grew in Piety and Goodneſs as ſhe 
„grew in Years. 
This made her careful of all the Duties of 
c Religion; and particularly of the ſtricter Ones, 
<« of Self- Denial, the conquering of Paſſion, and 
ce achearful Reſignation to her God under Tri- 
« als; for theſe Commands of her God were no 
© ways grievous to her, but delightful and plea. 
« fant, becauſe they were his Commands, whom 
„ ſhe loved with all her Soul and Strength. 
„ But her Religion was not noiſie but ſilent ; for 
& ſuch was the natural Modefty and Cloſeneſs of 
% her Temper ; and ſuch likewiſe was her graci- 
& ous Humility, that, as ſhe was Free with few, 
& tho Moroſe to none; ſo it was her ftudious 
© Concern to hide her eminent Worth, as being 
47 ambitious to live Religion without Obſerva- 
tion. 
c Therefore, though ſhe made Conſcience of 


% a conſtant and careful Attendance on all the 


Akts of Publick Worſhip, without regard to 
«© Weather, in caſe her Health and Strength 
e would allow her; yet ſhe was 


© concern'd to bring her Religion into Act, 
* in the cloſer Exerciſe of it, in Communion 
f-with God, in Retirement, by ſerious Medita- 
ties, and fervent Prayer, | 


E 
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Nor was her Ryligion confined to Acts of 
e Devotion tawards God, _ exerted it ſelf in all 
& the proper Acts of Duty towards others. 
** To the Poor ſhe was genęrous and communica- 
© tive, above moſt, eſpecially Chriſt's Poor. But 
7 then ſhe acted thus, as with Judgment, ſo with 
« her uſual Humility and Cloſeneſs; ſo as that 
& her Left Hand lle not know what her Ric be 
Hand did. 
« She was of an affeftimate and compaſſionate 
“ Temper, above moſt; in ſo much, that I ap- 
ce prehend, that ſhe wronged her Health fre- 


cc quently by it : For the made her Friends Griefs, 


& and Sicknefſes, and Loſſes, ſo her own, by a ſtrong 
* Compaſſion,Sympathy,and Fellow- feeling; that 
ce it wrought the more upon her Animal _ 
ce that ſhe kept the Impreſſions too much pent 
« and lockt up in her own Breaſt, without allow- 
“ ing them a ſuitable Vent, leſt her Friends 
© ſhould be too much affected that way. 
* For her Prudence and Diſcretion ever bal- 
&. lanced her Affection, as well as directed her 
* whole Conduct; and therefore, in all Reſpects, 
0 her Loſs is great to her Friends and Family. 
But this they are already but too ſenſible 
« ſo that for me to inſiſt upon it, were not — 
© irapeitinent, but to add further Fuel to their 
* Graf. ; 
988 that all I need ſay on this Head, is this, 
in the general, That ſhe was 4 moſt Pru- 
« INE Faithful, and Loving Wife ; 4 Careful and 
e Tender-hearted «Fother and Grand-Moather;z. 4 
* Diſcreet aud Provident «Miſtreſs of W ; * 
© and # Kind and Conc erneu Friend; and in theſe, 
© and all other reſpecks, 4 1. exemplary, i- . 


« But 


mounting upwards, 
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gut one thing I muſt particularly touch up- 
© on, and this is her ſingular and pious Care of 
© her young Grand-children, in labouring to im- 
<« preſs them with the Fear and Knowledge of 
Cod, by inſtilling theſe into their young Hearts, 
c as ſoon as the firſt Buddings of Reaſon began to 
ce appear, to render them ſuſceptive of ſuch Im- 
% preflions. She travelled, as it were in Birth, 
ce thus for them, that Chriſt might be early 
& formed in their Souls. And | hope God has 
& already begun to crown her Endeavours ; 
& and doubt not, but that her Prayers will 
* come to be further anſwered aſterwards, this 
way. Ea | 
. Her Spirituality and Heavenly-mindedneſs were 
“ not flaſhy, afefhed, and by Fits; but conſtant, 
© habitual, and deeply rooted, and indeed too 
&: ftrong to be hid under that Veil of Modeſty and 
* Humility, which was her daily Ornament. For 
it was eaſy to obſerve; that this Diſpoſition had 
ce the Aſcendant over her Soul. It was this that 
directed her Aim ſteddily towards God, in 
* aſpiring after Glory, Honour, and Immortality. 
For her Defires and Hopes were not confined to 
*© this World, but were, for the moſt part, ever 
-upon the Wings of Faith 
© and Love, towards the bright Regions of Glory 
and Huppineſs ; in order not only to contem- 
<<. plate-theſe mentally, but to be prepared to get 
ic in thither, and, in the mean time, to obtain 


| © ſome Prelibations and Foretaſtes of thoſe happy 


And hence ſhe was incited to a diligent Per- 
6 ſeverance in well doing, as the only Way to 


£ and Tryalsof this Wort 


d as yery ſmall things, 
cc in 


— 
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in compariſon of that Eternal Weight of Glo- 
e ry, which ſhe had in view. 
ce Her Patience therefore was one of the moſt 
« eminent things in her: For, tho* for many 
<« Years ſhe was afflicted with moſt ſevere Pais 
« in her Head, which returned upon her at 
& Times, almoſt periodically, and often conti- 
te nued very long, as well as with great Violence; 
| cc yet no Symptom of Impatience did ſhe ever 
14 & Mew, but calmly bowed her Head under the 
1 _ < Stroke, waiting God's Time to eaſe her, when 
"1 « he ſhould ſee beſt. 
44 . And, in like manner, in her laſt Sickneſs, 
| when under painful and fainting Exerciſes, ſhe 
1 c did, with unrepining Submiſſion, and with a 
* peculiar prudent Affection to her Friends (left 
— 14 te they ſhould grieve too much for her) ſo pa- 
li 1 cc tiently bear her Pains and Agonies, as almoſt 
— 114 cc wholly to hide them from the Obſervation of 
— 1164 e thoſe that attended her. So that it may trul 
14 ebe ſaid, that her Patience had its perfect Work, 


| * nothing of a Chriſtian, that was ripen d for Glory. 
WW 8 — then, if one thac 22 det 
(| « meet for entering into the Inheritance of the Saints 
ein Light, ſhould long to be there. And I can 
© truly ſay, and that from her ſelf, that this 
« was her Deſire many Years ago. She would 
& ſay, that it was Part of her Exerciſe, to be 
„willing to continue longer here. For, that it 
© was her earneſt Wiſh rather to go before her 
<< neareſt and deareſt Relatives, One eſpecially, 
<< than to ſurvive them. And hence it was, that 
„ the again and again deſired me not to pray for 
< her Life; at leaſt, with any Earneſtneſs or 
i Concern ; For, if I did, the muſt tell * 
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te ſhe could not join with me in ſuch Petitions. 
& And, when once I told her of her Uſefulneſs 
in her Family, and to her Friends, and urged 
* Pauls Example; who, tho? he deſired, as ear- 
* neſtly as ſhe, to be with Chriſt, which was beſt of 
« all, in it ſelf; yet was willing to ſuſpend that 
% Happineſs, and be rather contented to ſtay be- 
© low, for the ſake of farther Uſefylneſs : She 
«© modeſtly infinuated, that tho' ſhe might be of 
** ſome farther Uſe, yet that the Caſes were dif- 
ce ferent, and that ſhe was not ſuch as Paul was; 
< adding, that her Deſire to be diſſolved was ſo 
* ftrong, that ſhe muſt give way to it; tho' if 
© God ſhould refuſe her Requeſt longer, ſhe 
* hoped that he would enable her to ſubmit to 
* his Will, | 

. But, as God ſaw fit, now at laſt, to anſwer 
© her Prayers, this way; fo likewiſe to make her 
7s ſenſible of his doing ſo ; which undoubtedly | 
© was one principal thing, that ſupported her | 
© with a patient and chearful Submiſſion to his 
* Will in her laſt Hours. And ſomething more 
* than ſhe could expreſs, by reaſon of Weak- 
* neſs, was no doubt imparted to her this way, 
© when ſhe called for the Young Ones, and faid 
© over them (when ſhe was unable to ſay more) 
© Theſe are my dear Children in Chriſt. And may 
* God verify her Words, and make them all 
© ſuch indeed. 


In the mean time, as to her ſelf, few Chri- 
© ftians ever went out of this World more glo- 
cc riouſly ; for, like the firſt Martyr Stephen, ſhe 
ce breathed out her pious Soul into Chriſt's Arms, 
* with theſe Words: My dear Lord Jeſus, re- 
S ceive my Soul, 5 
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© graft. that all of us may attain to 4 


Ground without our Heaven Furher; 


—  — ĩ˙— ˙— 


s Boſom therefore the now reſts, ſur- 
r rounded with the reſt of Chriſt's frRiged and 
* glorified Followers: And thither may God 


viſe, 


wy when we die. * 


| Now, 2dly. Thirlendome to peak to e 
Alatives. 


ter 22 


— my Filenda, whereas, or dal t 


you on this Head, after what I have Haid ated; 


from the Text, and now of the Perſon decealed 5 
Vet take theſe few Words of Advice : 


1. Moderate your Sorrows" on this Oveifion; 


God' s the was more than yours: He lent her to 


you, and now has called for her from you again, 
Do you envy him his PoſſeMon of her? Can you 
love her, and wiſh her with ybu in a State of Sor- 
row, rather than with God in Glory? Remem- 
ber Chrift's Words, John 14. 28. If ye Ive es 


A e, 3 I Fo to the Father, 


95 

2. Submit ehearfully to God's ding mund 
In this Stroke: For, if a Sparren fall nor fe the 
then ſurely 
ou have not loft a Wife, a Mother, u Sitter, 2 
Friend, but by his peculiar Direction. 0 


3. Remember, that this, as well as alt hives 
ſhall work together for your Good, if you ae 
wanting to your ſelves. Let me tell you a certain 
Pafhge. The Learned and Holy Mr. Darbam 
was bleſſed with an Excellent Wike, the Comipa- 
mon of his.Youth, who died ſuddenly, while he 
was abroad. At his Return, Mr. John Carſtares 
(Father 


WW * 
3 
| * 
* 
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Father of my worthy Friend who died lately) 
his Dear Colleague was imployed to prepare him 
to receive the doleful News. Mr. Durham ſoon 
apprehended his Meaning, and looking up to 
Heaven, ſaid, Lord, my God, had any created 
e Angel told me, that this, even this Stroke, 
© ſhould have been deſigned and calculated for 
% my Good, I could not have believed him. 
“ But ſince thou haſt ſaid fo, 1 believe, I ſub- 
% mit, and lay my Hand on my Mouth, becauſe 
© thou haſt done it, | 


4. Imitate her worthy Example, by making 
eligion your Buſineſs ; that as ſhe, like her 
me-lake Qu, choſe the better Part, which 
| ſhall, never be taken from her; ſo may ye all do 
Rewe. wht e 


- — 


J. Prepare to follow her; for ſhe is not to 
eturn to us: but it is our Duty to make rea- 
by to meet with Death, when Chriſt ſhall ſend 
that Grim Meſſenger to ſummon us home, that 
we may go to her: For, as the Apoſtle ſays 
in the Words of our Text, The Time is ſhort, 
and the Faſhion of the World paſſeth _ away ; ſo 
Phat it remain, that they that have Wives be 'as 
F they had none;; and they that . weep for the 
of Wives, Mothers, Siſters, or Friends 
as if they wept not. And therefore I am led 
back again to the Text I have been conſi- 
dering. 8 50 


Now, in order to carry the Energy there- 
of, and the Reaſoning therein, with farther 
Advantage, in all Conditions, on our own Souls; 
let us, by way of Concluſion, only conſider, 


with 


phaſis of the Words, and Force 


perhaps this Hour in our Ground; but which, 
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with a little Cloſeneſs of Thought, the Em- 
of the Con- 

nexion, and argue with our ſelves, thus: 


1. If the Things of the World be, as if 


they were not; then we are to carry towards 


them, as tho' they were not. But, that the 
Things of the World are ſuch, as if were 
not, is ſo evident from what I have ſaid, that 
nothing can be more ſo. And therefore ele- 
gantly does Solomon ſay, by way of Wonder, Prov. 
23. 5. Milt thou ſet thine Eyes on that which is not ? 
And he inſtanceth in the Caſe of Riches ; which, 


ſays he, take to themſelves Wings, and fire away, 


as an Eagle towards Heaven. Wherein he Rhe- 
torically and Ingeniouſly- illuſtrates the Folly of 
reckoning that ours, which muſt be removed 
from us, by an Alluſion to Wild Fowl, that light 


if we ſhould, on that account, reckon our 
would only prove us to be Ideots ; ſeeing ſoon 
after they take Wing, and flee away as an 
Eagle towards Heaven, in order to be diſpo- 
ſed of again, for ſome time, in the Lands of 
ſome body elſe. So that this doubles the Force 
of the Argument ; ſeeing not only the Things of 
the World are, in themſelves, as if they were not; 
but are ſo our Inheritance alſo, as if they were 
not. For, on accounts, we ought to be 
affefted towards them, as if we were not af. 
fected towards them, 4300 


2. If the Things of the World be neither 
Good nor Bad, in a Moral Senſe, but as they 
are uſed; then we ought ſo to uſe them, that 


they may become Morally Good to us, But 7 
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ig certain, that they are neither Morally Go 
nor Evil, in themſelves : För Proſperity an 
Adverſity, joy and Comfort, Riches and Pover- 
ty, Honour and Diſhonour, become either g 

or evil, in this reſpect, as they are uſed, an 
no otherwiſe. And hence the Beggar Lazurus 
render'd Poverty happy; by a right Conduct in 
that State; while the Rich Man, by the Abuſe 
of his Wealth and Proſperity, procured to him+ 
{elf Eternal Wrath and Miſery. And therefore 
let us ſo carry, in reference to the Faſhions of 
this World, that we may get good by them, | 
and not Hurt, . hiv 


- 
4 
j 
0 
; 


. 
4 
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- 3. If it be not in the Power of Things Hors 
below, to make us either happy or miſerable. 
then we are ſo to carry towards them, and ſo 
to uſe them, as Things without which we may 
be happy, and with which we may be miſerable, 
But ſuch are all Earthly Things, as is evident 
from what has been ſaid, that they can neither 
render a Man properly happy, tho' as powerful 
as Neburhadnex ur, as rich as Creſus, and as for- 
tunate as Alexander; nor yet properly miſera- 
ble, tho' as afflifted as Heman, as friendleſs. as 
Job, and as poor as Lazarus. For God has {6 
conſtituted Affairs, that to render any Man 
truly happy or miſerable, is a Property unalie- 
nable from Himſelf, and in the Power of none 
elſe ; ſeeing Happineſs, in the true Senſe, con- 
fiſts in his communicated Favour ; as real Mi- 
ſery is the neceſſary Conſequent of underlying 
his Wrath: And therefore we ought ſo to gar 
hey ry to the Creatures, and ſo to uſe them, as- 
Things that cannot otherwiſe be ſaid to makes: 
t it us either happy or miſerable, but as we uſe or 
is abuſe them, | 
D Nor 
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.* Now all theſe Negative, but ſtrong Proofs, 
ſpeak forth this poſitive and weighty Truth, as 
e great and ultimate, ſuppoſed and intended 
efign of the Apoſtle, via. That it is the great 
iſdam and Intereſt, as well as Duty, of ali Chri- 
ſtians, ſo to imploy their Time, to regulate their 
AﬀeCtions, and to ſpend their Lives, that God, 
and Divine and Eternal Concerns may be prinbit 
paVy ey'd, ſtudy'd, lov'd and ſought after. 
" Admirably does the Sage, tho' poor Phi ſoſo- 
pher, I Epjfterys, ſpeak on this Head. “ Re- 
'* member that thou art an Actor of a Dramma 
* or Play, (on the Stage of this World) and 
that of ſuch a one, and ſuch a Part thereof, as 
the-(Sopreme) Maſter (God) ſees” ſit to ap- 
 heappoint thee to act the Beggar, perſonate oo 
Part well: And ſo alſo act ingeniouſſy the 7 b 
* of the Lame Man, the Prince, or the Peaſant, 
&« 25 he ſhall direct; for thy Work only is to act 
** thy Part well, whatever that be; but the Choice 
of what Part thou art to act belongs not to thee, 
but to angther above thee,” For, as on the 
Stage, he that acts the Prince's Part, will be hiſt 
the Stage if he act it ill; fa he that afts.the 
Beggars Part, if he do it ingeniouſly, will be huz- 
ad, applauded and rewarded. _ Aike 
. To conclude then, ſeeing the Time of our Life 
is ſo very ſhort and uncertain; and ſeeing all Sta- 
tions and Conditions here are only precarious and 
changeable Faſhions, it ought- to be the great 
Concern of our Lives to carry aright; as in the 


fight of God, and with a View to his final Judg- 


ment and Award, at all Times, andin every Stage 
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and Station; that we may thus attain to carry 


aright towards our Relatives, to moderate our 
A , and to poſſeſs and uſe the World in 
ſuch a manner, as that we may ever have God's 
Approbation, living, dying, and for ever. And 
may God himſelf effectually thus teach us to 


prattiſe theſe wiſe, moral, 4h ſpiritual Lefſons, 


which are * laid down before us. Amen. 
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